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Six million adults in England and
Wales suffered emotional, physical or
sexual abuse as a child, according to the
first official estimates published
yesterday.
Almost half a million adult women

were victims of rape or attempted rape
when they were children, along with
more than 100,000 men.
The figures included more than

330,000 women and men who were
victims of rape or attempted rape
before theywerenineyearsold, said the
Crime Survey of England and Wales,
produced by the Office for National
Statistics. It was the first time that a
questiononhistoric abusewas included
in the survey. A quarter of victimswere
under the age of six.
Middle-class professionals were

more likely to report having been
victims of sexual assault orwitnesses of
domestic violence as children than

working class people. The proportion
reporting physical and psychological
abuse as children was slightly higher
among working-class adults than their
middle-class counterparts.
Victims of serious sexual assaults

such as rape were most likely to be
abused by family members or friends
and acquaintances, with much lower

Rather yew than me A cherry picker and a lot of dedication is needed to give the 300-year-old yew hedge at the Bathurst Estate, Cirencester, its annual trim. The hedge is more than 12m tall and 150m long

STEPHEN SHEPHERD/LNP

Six million adults were abused as
children, first official poll shows

proportions saying that they had been
assaulted by strangers. Three in four
victims of child sex abuse did not tell
anyone about it at the time that it
happened andmost said that theywere
too embarrassed to report it. The
figures are the first official estimates of
the extent of abuse suffered in England
andWales and are based on a question-
naire of 20,000 adults aged 16-59.
Elly Hanson, a clinical psychologist,

said: “We as a society are not acknowl-
edging these levels of sexual abuse. We
do not talk about the sexual abuse of
half a million women who were child-
ren when they were victims of rape or
attempted rape. We need to acknowl-
edge it and tackle it head on.”
She warned that there were damag-

ing long-term consequences of abuse.
“Child abuse is the hidden major con-
tributor to a host of societal problems
including substance abuse, self-harm
and suicidality, mental health and
anxiety problems,” Dr Hanson said.
TheresaMaywarned lastMarch that

child sex abuse was “woven, covertly,
into the fabric” of British society and
that the public had not yet grasped the
full scale of the problem. The ONS
figures show a steady fall in reported
sexual assaults since the 1970s,with just
over9per centof adultsnowaged55-59
saying they were assaulted compared
with 3 per cent of those nowaged 15-24.
John Flatley, head of crime statistics

at theONS, said that this was similar to
falling crime trends but added that it
could be because victims of more
recent abuse may not be ready to talk
about their experience.
The figures show that gay, lesbian

and bisexual adults are about three
times more likely to have experienced
some form of sexual assault as a child.
A spokeswoman for theNSPCC said:

“Including historic abuse for the first
time inONS figures confirms thehorri-
fying fact that a vast number of adults
were abused as children. The survey is
an important step towards gauging the
true level of child abuse.”
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Judge ‘was
wrong choice
from start’
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Three chairwomen who passed on the poisoned chalice
Richard Ford

Britain’s biggest child sex abuse inquiry
has stumbled from one fiasco to
another sinceTheresaMay announced
its creation after claims of an establish-
ment cover-up over sex assaults in the
1980s.
Three chairwomen have departed

from leading the inquiry widely seen as
a “poisoned chalice” and the govern-
mentwill struggle to fill thepost.The lat-
est departure also raises questions over
the judgmentof theprimeminister,who
appointed all thee women.
It all began well for Mrs May when

she announced to MPs two years ago
that therewouldbean inquiry into alle-
gations of historical child abuse, but
within 24 hours, she began to run into
trouble. A day after announcing the in-
quiry, she said that Baroness Butler-
Sloss, a former head of the FamilyDivi-

sion of the High Court, would head the
investigation. Eyebrows were raised as
Keith Vaz, chairman of the home affairs
select committee, questioned the choice
of amemberof theHouseof Lords to in-
vestigate the establishment.
He also pointed out that Lady Butler-

Sloss’s brother had been lord chancellor

during the era to be investigated. Six
days after her appointment was an-
nounced, she stepped aside.
In September, Fiona Woolf, the lord

mayorof theCityofLondon,wasnamed
as the new chairwoman. Two days after
MrsMay insisted that shewas confident
the lawyer had the right skills, it

emerged that MrsWoolf had links with
Lord Brittan, a former home secretary
who was likely to be called to give evi-
dence to the inquiry.At the endofOcto-
ber 2014, she stepped down.
Her departure raised serious ques-

tions about the Home Office’s ability to
carry out “due diligence” of candidates.
The department embarked for a third
time on a search for someone to head
the inquiry. In February last year, Mrs
May announced that she planned to ap-
point Dame Lowell Goddard. She also
asked thehomeaffairs select committee
to carry out a pre-appointment hearing
during which they could question the
judge.When the committee gave its ap-
proval, Mrs May thought she had the
political cover if her third choice ended
in disaster. Fortunately forMrsMay she
is no longer home secretary, and the
challengeof findinga fourthperson falls
to her successor Amber Rudd.

Dame Lowell Goddard’s short
resignation letter and the Times
stories that preceded her decision
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and asked for help with “local law”.
More than a year after it formally
opened the inquiry has amassed mil-
lions of pages of documents but has yet
to take evidence from a single witness.
It has set itself 13 separate investiga-
tions into institutions such as churches,
local authorities, Westminster and the
armed forces, each of which could have
been a public inquiry in its own right.
Phil Frampton, of the abuse survi-

vors’ group Whiteflowers, said: “God-
dard stepping down is another oppor-
tunity to finally get the child abuse in-
quiry on to the right track. She was the
wrong choice from the beginning. She
came from a judicial system in a coun-
try which is 20 years behind the UK.”
Her remuneration package, which

made Dame Lowell Britain’s highest
earning civil servant, had also drawn
criticism. She had a £360,000 salary, a
rent allowance of £110,000, which was
used for a Knightsbridge apartment,
£12,000 for utilities and eight first-class
return flights to New Zealand per year
for her and her husband.
Keith Vaz, chairman of the Com-

mons home affairs select committee,
whichapproved theappointmentof the
judge last year, said that he was aston-
ished by her decision. “Serious ques-
tions need to be asked about why the
government has not monitored events
morecarefully,”he said. “Wewill expect
a full explanation from both the prime
minister and the new home secretary.”
A spokesman for theNSPCC said: “It

is essential that the inquiry continues
with minimum disruption.”
Harvey Proctor, the former MP

cleared after Scotland Yard’s disastrous
inquiry into VIP abuse, said that the
inquiry was “in thrall to every fantasist
alive. The IICSA should be dismantled,
not just its chairman.”

Dame Lowell
Goddard said that
the inquiry had a
legacy of failure


